
 
Indlovu (Elephant): Quintet for violin, viola, cello, double bass and 
piano (2013)    
 
 I. Altocumulus lacunosus: Boundaries (Adagio) 
 II. Cumulus humilis: Interlude  (Andante) 
 III. Cumulonimbus: Journeys (Allegro) 
 IV. Altocumulus castellanus - cirrus castellanus: Memories (Larghetto) 
 V. Cirrostratus fibratus: Sunshowers and cumulonimbus (Andante) 
 VI. Altocumulus lenticularis: Memorials (Adagio) 
  
Indlovu, the Zulu word for elephant, is composed of six connected movements that travel 
the vast plains of both human and non-human emotion. It is the first in a series of works 
that take their inspiration from the formation, movement and diffusion of the clouds that 
travel and blanket our planet. 
 
Elephants, along with dolphins and apes, are among the few animal species that have 
demonstrated the ability to recognize their image in a mirror as their own self. Self-
awareness is a prerequisite for empathy, which forms a foundation for altruistic behavior. 
While we often think of these traits as exclusive to humans, they are not at all 
uncommon among elephants. For instance, if an elephant falls sick, herd members will 
bring it food and help support it as it stands. If this elephant dies, the herd will make a 
collective effort to revive it with food and water. Once it has become clear to the herd 
that an elephant is dead, the group will fall into silence. Often, a grave will be dug, the 
deceased elephant covered with dirt and branches. Herds that have come across the 
bodies of unknown deceased elephants have shown similar respects. There are even 
reported cases of elephants burying dead humans. 
  
Clouds, in their various forms and classifications, have also acted as the backdrop and 
inspiration for this work. Some of the cloud types explored in this quintet are the free, fair 
weather, low-lying clouds found in children’s drawings (cumulus and cumulus variations); 
those that foretell unsettled weather to come later in day (castellanus); altocumulus, a 
high cloud that can stretch for thousands of square miles and can impart an otherworldly 
vastness; and finally, altocumulus lacunosus and altocumulus lenticularis, lens-shaped 
clouds that form at high altitudes. These final two cloud types act as bookends for the 
piece. 
 
These six movements, played without pause (attacca) relate to the six phases that 
encompass an elephant's life. Each phase is marked by the loss of a set of teeth which 
in time grow back. Most elephants leave the herd to die after they can no longer chew. A 



rare elephant grows a seventh set of teeth.  
 
Indlovu was commissioned by the 2012 Savannah Music Festival, Savannah, Gerorgia 
and is dedicated to the memories of family friend Timothy Francis O'Brien (1959-2012), 
and 'elephant whisperer' Lawrence Anthony (1950-2011). 
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